With nursing homes closed to 
visitors, last goodbyes can be lost 


vulnerable populations for as long as 
the coronavirus threat lasts. 

Exceptions are being made for 
“end of life” situations. My father’s 
case, like untold others, doesn’t quite 
qualify. He’s 86 and under hospice 
but isn’t considered to be 
“actively dying” — the required stage 
for visitors to be let in. 

Actively dying, hospice has ex- 
plained, generally means “unrespon- 


Surreal, unintended repercussion of 
virus: Can't visit dying father in hospice 


By JOANNE KIMBERLIN 
Staff writer 
care, 

My dad is dying. But he’s still too 
alive for us to be allowed to come see 
him. 

Long-term care facilities — he lives 
in one on the Peninsula — closed 
statewide this week to visitors, an 
effort to protect their exceptionally 


sive.” 


Kimberlin 


Signs like this — posted on an assisted living 
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facility on the Peninsula — went up across the 
state as long-term care facilities went on lock- 
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down to protect residents from coronavirus. 
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State up 

to 77 cases; 
Norfolk has 
its first 


AND ROBYN SIDERSKY 
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RICHMOND — There have 
been 77 cases of the co- 
ronavirus identified in Virginia, 
a top state health official said 
Wednesday morning. 

The numbers include three 
“outbreaks,” one of13 people in 
James City County and two 
others in the Richmond area, 
said Dr. Norm Oliver, the depu- 
ty commissioner for popula- 
tion health for the Virginia 
Department of Health. An out- 
break is two or more cases that 
can be traced to common 


By PETER COUTU 
Staff writer 


Hampton Roads hospitals could 
be overwhelmed by an influx of 
coronavirus patients as the out- 
break continues to spread — even 
in best-case scenarios, according 
to new data from the Harvard 
Global Health Institute. 

State health officials announced 
Wednesday that 77 people have 
tested positive for COVID-19 
throughout Virginia, with the tally 
quickly rising since the first case 
was reported March 7. And these 
numbers are expected to swell in 
the coming weeks, as they have in 
other states. Washington state, for 
example, went from 39 confirmed 
cases to more than 1,000 in about 
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With a diminished supply, drive- 
thru coronavirus screening ended 
early Wednesday afternoon at 
Sentara Princess Anne Hospital in 
Virginia Beach. 


E U.S. struggles to secure 
protective gear for health 
workers. Page 6 
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Calls growing 
for Dem hopeful 
Bernie Sanders 
to exit race 
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Health care providers with Sentara Princess Anne Hospital operate a drive-thru testing station for patients on Monday. A Harvard analysis of hos- 
pitals around the nation shows those in Hampton Roads likely will struggle to keep up with the flow of patients. 


Overwhelming 
possibility 


Data: coronavirus could create a staggering strain on 
hospitals in Hampton Roads — even in a best-case scenario 


IN SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS 


If 20% of people got infected, it 
would require 360% of available 
beds over 6 months or 117% over 
18 months, according to the 
Harvard Global Health Institute. 


two weeks. 

Even under the researcher’s 
most favorable estimates — 20% 
infected — hospitals across Hamp- 
ton Roads would struggle to keep 
up with the flow of patients, the 
Harvard analysis of hospitals 
around the nation shows. In this 
scenario, 265,238 adults would 
need to be hospitalized through- 
outthe state. 
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Automatic entry in 3 simple steps. February 1 - April 30, 2020 


1. Complete a balance transfer of at least $500 to your BayPort credit card at 2.99% APR* 


until December. Plus, earn 5%** Cash Back or Double Rewards Points each quarter. 


2. Sign up for Online Banking and download the BayPort mobile banking app. 


3. Inside the app, tap Credit Score to access free credit 


monitoring and alerts. 


BayPort 


See official rules at bayportcu.org. Use promo code NODEBT. 


This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Association. Membership eligibility required. Certain restrictions apply. 
*Offer valid on balance transfers made from 2/1/20 - 4/30/20. Consumer accounts only. **Qualifying purchases less credit, returns, and adjustments. All net purchases in excess of $3,000 per quarter will earn the standard 1% cash back. 


Credit Union 


